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rr has long been matter of Keen that: while renal ficcefoful attbnipes + hin 
been made to vary or extend the periodical publications, deſigned for the amuſe - 
nent or inſtruction of Gentlemen, the Ladies ſhould have hitherto had no alter. 
native of ſelection; and that they ſhould all have been confined to the ſame month- 
ly mental repaſt, however diſcordant their taſtes and delicate their appetites. © Of 
ſome abortive ſchemes to new garniſh the entertainment; and to furniſh freſh con- 
diments, it is unneceſſary to ſpeak: they were mere tempora expedients to catch _ 
the attention; and poffeſſed in their very eſſence the ſeeds of ſpeedy diſſolution.— 
Like ankaſtic ornaments, they were calculated only for the faſhion of a ſeaſon, and 179 
vcte ſupplanted b other plans of a fimilar tendency and duration. © 

Whatever may be the 110 te of the prefent work; which is offered to the Britim 
Fair, its projectors and conductors have well weighed'the i importance of the office 
they have undertaken, and feel à full impreſfion of the reſpect which is due to their 
way atroneſles. They are, however, encouraged to hope, thata publication, EN 
| a, elaly under the direction of females; will not for this reaſon be the leſs accept- 
able to their own-ſex; and as they mean to exclude whatever a lady ought not to 
Write, their ſubſcribers may be ſure of finding nothiag but whit a lady may ſafely 
dad innocently read. To yive ardourt to virtue, to warn from the molt diſtant ap- 
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proach of vice, to paint the ſocial, moral, and religious duties in colours calc.t,4 
to allure ; to form the amiable temper and 3 the manners of = — 
Taid ; to add energy to the reſolution of the good wife and the tender mother 
are objects inſeparable from the deſign of this publication, and which can never he 
overlooked, without forfeiting a claim to that favour which they now reſpectfull 
* | / 
Already poſſeſſed of a large quantity of original Compoſition, and promi 
moſt ble aſſiſtance, the * — cauſe — that 9 
loſe by a compariſon with any eſtabliſhed work of this nature, even in a liter 
point of view; but as they are rather ambitious to gain reputation by their future 
conduct than to excite notice by their previous profeſſions, they wave all attempts 
at faſhionable compliment and courtly inſinuation; fatisfied briefly to ſtate the pe- 
culiar advantages of their plan, and to leave the iſſue of ſucceſs to its faithful 
execution. | ut : 

The materials which will be preſented in agreeable variety to the eye of their 
lovely readers, will conſiſt of original Novels, Tales, and Romances, of the 
pureſt tendency, adorned with all the embelliſhments of fancy. It is intended, 
however, that every article in continuation ſhall be fiaiſhed within the ſame yo. 
lume, that the attention may neither be diſtracted by diſtant combinations, nor the 
pocket taxed by the neceſſity of purſuing unending narratives. 

Next to thoſe pieces in which fancy will have the principal ſhare, particular 
regard will be paid to Eſſays and Letters, calculated to form the female mind to 
virtue and propriety in every relative fituation. Biographical memoirs of diſtin. 
guiſhed Ladies, Characters, Poetry original and ſelected of every ſpecies, Charades 
and Enigmas will alſo be leading features in the work. 

Another part of the plan, which is as novel as it is requiſite, is to give an im. 
artial review of ſuch new publications as are peculiarly adapted for ladies and 
children of both ſexes. Whatever cannot be recommended in general, will be 
quite diſregarded. | It is rather with a view of pointing out excellencies, and to 
aſſiſt in directing the choice of young perſons and mothers to what is worthy of their 
ſelection than to eſtabliſh a tribunal of criticiſm, that this idea was ſtarted, and 
will be ſteadily purſued. | | 

French having nowbecome an eſſential branch of female education, as an exerciſe 

for juvenile talents, a ſhort tale, anecdote, or piece of poetry, will appear month- 
ly in that language, of which the beſt tranſlation. given, will be inſerted in the ſuc- 
ceeding numder | | p | 
Nor in a publication excluſively devoted to the uſe of the Ladies of everyrank and 
every age, muſt an attention to reigning faſhionsbe omitted. If virtue in a lovely form 
is univerfally allowed to be moſt | faſcinating, —Beauty and Virtue, attired by the, 
_ Graces, muſt be quite irreſiſtible. It is not the fortune of every one to move in a 
ſphere or to occupy a ſtation where the prevalent taſte can be caught by the eye 
and copied in che dreſs ; and therefore not only a verbal deſcription, but alſo a 2 
COLOURED plate of faſhionable modes will be given in each number, Another 
plate will in general repreſent ſome intereſting ſcene from a real or fancied ſubjed, or 

be a ſtriking portrait of ſome female character. Such are the intended embelliſhments 
from the art of deſign ; and where the moſt liberal regard will be paid both to the 
quantity and the quality of the letter-preſs, more cannot reaſonably be expected, 
nor can they be really wanted. It may, however, be proper to add, that not on 
faſhionable dreſſes, but alſo faſhionable amuſements, will be faithfully recorded; and 
of conſequence pew plays and other public attractions will be regularly noticed. To 
afford room for more yaluable and more intereſting matter, politics will be entirely 
. diſcarded, the occurrences of the day will be left to their proper vehicles—the 
newſpapers ; and of the uſual liſts, none will be included, except thoſe of marriages. 
a Thee are the outlines of the plan. Ihe ſize of the publication will be equally 
remote from cumbrous inclegance and petty minuteneſs. It is intended to com- 
dine a taſteful exterior with intrinſic worth; and will every ſix months form a vo- 
fame, which it is preſumed will be found deſerving a place in the chamber, the 
parlour, or the library, eee ro San „ 


